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of new men is concerned. With reference to trade, Indians have suggested
that control over new trade licences should be given to the local bodies,
their decisions to be subject to review by the Supreme Court. This
is the farthest limit to which restriction can be legitimately carried. It
is trade jealousy and the spectre of an Indian invasion that are at the
bottom of anti-Asiatic agitation. These two "dangers" being removed,
there can be no justification for any further curtailment of the liberty
of the Indian, or for subjecting him to "unnecessary affront33. It would
certainly be inconsistent with British notions of right to continue to
deprive Indians of the right to own landed property, to move about freely,
and otherwise to treat them as helots.
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226. INDIAN TRADERS AT THE CAPE     '

We gladly make room for our Cape correspondent's letter, in reply
to our remarks on his strictures on the petty Indian traders at the Cape,
published in these columns some time ago. We certainly think that the
testimony of Sir James Hullett1 is as applicable to the Cape as it is to
Natal. The Indian is just the same there as in Natal, and if his trade
has benefited Natal generally, it cannot be otherwise at the Cape, where
the material conditions are of a similar nature. But the chief point we
have all along urged is that many of the charges brought against Indian
traders by their detractors cannot be sustained. We have never advo-
cated the policy of flooding any part of South Africa with Indian or
any other traders, but we do believe that it is a question capable of
adjustment, without restrictive legislation. It would certainly help to [wards]
a solution, if our correspondent could prepare a comparative statement of
the European and the Indian traders in the various districts of the Cape
Colony. From the information at our disposal, we think that the latter
are in a hopeless minority.
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227. INDIAN TRAVELLERS ON THE C. S. A. R.*
A correspondent writes to us in the Gujarati columns that by the
train that left Johannesburg for Durban on the evening of the 26th Feb-
ruary last, he saw seven Indian passengers, including an Indian lady,
accommodated in a single second class compartment. He states further
that an eighth passenger was added at Germiston, much to the discom-
fort of the other passengers. An ordinary second class compartment is hardly
1  Vide Vol. IV, p. 247.
2 Central South African Railways